The partial thromboplastin time in the CAP survey program.
Analysis of the data for the 1969 to 1973 CAP Surveys of proficiency in partial thromboplastin time (PTT) determination indicates more than desirable variability in this measurement. Non-activated procedures show greater interlaboratory variability than activated methods; therefore, they may be preferable for routine use. It is likely that many laboratories have not determined their own upper limit of normal for their PTT system and thus have received unacceptable evaluations in the Surveys. It also was determined that many laboratories do not closely follow the manufacturer's directions, especially in regard to incubation times and calcium concentration of the recalcification solution.